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SMITH, McGHEE, AND SEMOICE
(To accompany bill H. ft.. No. 201.]
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Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Private Land Claim ,
-

m .. de

tl

c

following

REPORT:
The Corn;mittee on Private Land Claims, to w!irJJn was referred the pe tition of the heirs of Samuel Smith, a Creek Indian, rep ctjully ub mit the following report:
The petition in this case so fully presents the facts as to render it unnecessary to enter into any explanation or statement of them, furth r
than to copy the petition ~tself. The committee report a bill in favor of
the petitioners, and refer to the annexed petition for a statement of the
reasons which influence them to favor the prayer of the petitioners.

To the lwn0rable the Senate and House of R epresentatives of t!ie United
States:
The memorial of the heirs of Samuel Smith, a Creek Indian, deceased,
respectfully represents that their ancestor, the said Samuel, was entitled to a
reservation of six hundred and forty acres of land, under the treaty with the
Creek Indians .ratified on the ·16th day of February, eighteen hundred
and fifteen, to be laid off so as to include his improvement; but the same
having been sold by the United States, Congress passed an act, which
was approved on the 2d July, 1836, by which the said Samuel was authorized to enter without payment one entire section in the State of Alaba_ma subject to entry at private sale. Your memorialists state that the
said Samuel could find no entire section of land which he considered
Worth entering, and Congress passed an act, which was approved on the
2d March, 1837,, repealing in part the previous act, and authorizing him
to enter by legal sub -divisions a quantity of land not exceeding six hundred and forty acres.
Your memorialists state that, immediately after the passage of this act,
the Creek Indians were removed from the State of Alabama to the
country west of Arkansas; and that the said Samuel, if he knew of the
:passage of the act, did not at ahy time enter the land as he was authorized to do, and finally died, without making such entries. Your memorialists therefore pray that the act of Congress of the 2d March, 1837,
may be so amended as to allow your memorialists to enter six hundred
and forty acres of land, by legal sub-divisions, in the State of Arkansas.
And your memorialists, as in duty bound, &c.
JOSEPH BRYAN,
Attorney for Smith's heirs.
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